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Evaluation Profile & Outline





Course Description/Rationale/Overview: 


This course is intended for Grade 12 students who have background on wind and percussion instruments and who wish to continue developing their instrumental skills. The course enables students to enhance their musical literacy through the creation, appreciation, analysis, and performance of music. Emphasis will be placed on technique, tone production, interpretation and artistic expression, as well as reading skills using solo and standard band repertoire. Students will visit Roy Thomson Hall in October, the Kiwanis Music Festival in February and Opera Atelier in April. Students are required to play school concerts in December, January and April, and to attend one weekly rehearsal.





Assessment Strategies: 


Performance feedback: peer/teacher, one-on-one


Theory quizzes: in-class quizzes, peer-marking


Writing: weekly practice logs


Classroom behaviour: participation, preparedness





Evaluation Strategies:	


Technique tests: posture, breathing, scales, studies


Repertoire tests: solo and ensemble repertoire.


Sight-singing/reading: pitch recognition


Ear-training: interval recognition


Theory: in-class written tests.


Writing: concert reviews.


Oral Presentations: historical/performance analysis








Course Requirements: $10.00 materials/activities





Instruments: renting instruments is encouraged





Materials:   A black, one-inch, three-ring binder; eight dividers





Theory:       Elementary Music Rudiments.





Technique: Rhodes/Bierschenk Symphonic Band Technique





Solo repertoire: will be provided at the Grade VIII, IX and X  


             levels of the Royal Conservatory of Music (RCM) lists 





Band repertoire: will be provided from the library of  


             the music department as well as from the curriculum


             of the 2013 Kiwanis Music Festival.








Learning Skills*				 


Responsibility – meets deadlines; takes responsibility for own behaviour


Organization – establishes priorities and manages time; uses information, technology and resources to complete tasks 


Independent Work – follows instruction with minimal supervision; uses class time appropriately to complete tasks


Collaboration – accepts an equitable share of work in a group; builds healthy relationships; works with others to achieve goals


Initiative – looks for opportunities for learning; demonstrates curiosity; approaches new tasks with a positive attitude


Self-regulation – sets goals and monitors own progress; seeks assistance when needed; makes an effort to respond to challenges





Departmental Policies:


Late Assignments


Late assignments must be accompanied with a note signed by a parent or guardian stating the reason for the lateness.





Missed Tests


It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements for any tests/quizzes that are missed. If a student misses a test/quiz for a reason such as illness, the student must bring a note signed by a parent/guardian and be prepared to write the test/quiz immediately upon return to school.

















Final Mark





Year’s Term Work		    70%


Each Term: 


Creation   +Performance Test	     40% 


	   (RCM Grades 8-9)


Analysis   +Practice/Rehearsal log        20% 


	  +Written reflection


 Theory	  +In-class written Test	     10% 	





Summative Evaluation	    30%


Performance of a Grade 10 RCM 


piece of music			     20%


An essay-review of a concert that


the class attended. 		     10%








Achievement Categories and Weighting





Knowledge / Understanding 25%: knowledge of genres, techniques, elements, forms; understanding of concepts, styles, themes, relationships among elements.





Thinking Inquiry 25%: planning skills: generating ideas, gathering information,  brainstorming, organizing an arts presentation;  processing skills:  analyzing, synthesizing, forming conclusions, editing, revising; thinking processes: reflection, elaboration, reviewing





Communication 25%: expression of ideas and feelings; critical responses to art works and informed opinion pieces.





Application 25%: performance of works, guided improvisation, interdisciplinary projects, making connections between the arts.








*From: Ontario Ministry of Education. Growing Success: Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting in Ontario Schools. Toronto: Ministry of Education, 2010, 11.
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Course Outline/Curriculum Strands:





A.  CREATING AND PERFORMING


A1. The Creative Process: apply the creative process when performing increasingly complex and difficult notated


        and/or improvised music. Students will perform small and large ensemble repertoire approaching a difficulty of 


        Grade 3. Students will study and play technical exercises and diverse solo repertoire approaching the level  of  Royal 


        Conservatory of Music Grade X.; follow the applicable stages of the creative process when composing or arranging for


        small ensemble a sixteen-bar melody; experiment with variations in articulation, balance, blend, tempo, and/or texture;   


        explore the tessitura of various instruments to determine which are most appropriate for their planned arrangement; present 


        the final work to an audience.


A2. The Elements of Music: apply elements of music when performing notated and improvised music. Through the study of 


        Sight singing/reading and Ear Training:  Students will learn to “hear with their eyes and see with their ears.”  Students will   


        demonstrate skills in phrasing, intonation, dynamics, tempi, rhythm, balance, and blend in repertoire and supporting 


        exercises; accurately play or sing increasingly complex rhythms; accurately play or sing increasingly difficult music 


        with correct articulation, clear melodic shape, and relative balance.


A3. Techniques and Technologies: use a variety of techniques and technological tools when performing music. Students will 


        sight-read increasingly complex music with accuracy and fluency; compose a piece using twentieth-century techniques such 


        as tone rows, indeterminacy, or free improvisation; consider the relationship between technical skill and artistic ability.





B.  REFLECTING, RESPONDING, AND ANALYSING


B1. The Critical Analysis Process: use the critical analysis process when responding to, analysing, reflecting on, and 


       interpreting music. Students will reflect on music performed in competition at the Kiwanis Music Festival, performed in 


       concert by the  Toronto Symphony Orchestra and on stage by Opera Atelier; analyse a significant form of Western music 


       such as a symphony, a concerto, an opera, or an art song; submit to turnitin.com one written reflection each term on a 


       concert performance focusing on their response to a selection of music which has changed from initial reaction, to increased 


       understanding as a result of background research, and to critical analysis.


B2. Music and Society: demonstrate an understanding of how traditional, commercial, and art  music reflect the society in which 


       they were created and how they have affected communities or cultures. Students will analyse the impact  of composers 


       and/or musicians such as Hildegard von Bingen, Robert Johnson, Glenn Gould, the Beatles, Ali Farka Touré, Evelyn Glennie, 


      or Lang Lang on various genres.   


B3. Skills and Personal Growth: demonstrate an understanding of how performing, creating, and critically analysing music has 


       affected their skills and personal development. Students demonstrate their awareness of, and their ability to express,    


       personal responses to a wide range of music from a variety of cultures; the ability to support their own opinions while 


      demonstrating respect for the opinions of others; conduct or lead a small or large ensemble; participate in a music council or 


      other leadership group; conduct and report on the results of self-directed study.


B4. Connections Beyond the Classroom: identify and describe various opportunities for continued engagement in music. 


       identify and describe a variety of music related work opportunities that reflect their own skills and knowledge; identify music-


       related part-time jobs and/or work-related activities that would be appropriate for them at their skill level, such as providing 


       singing lessons for younger children, teaching music at a summer camp, job shadowing a music producer; interview a 


       Canadian composer or musician to determine the skills necessary to succeed in this profession and to discover how this 


       Individual  makes a living; identify and assess the requirements of careers related to the promotion and marketing of musicians.





C.  FOUNDATIONS


C1. Theory and Terminology: demonstrate an understanding of music theory with respect to concepts of notation and the 


       elements and other components of music, and use appropriate terminology relating to them. Students will identify major,


       minor, diminished, and augmented triads in root position and inversions; describe perfect, imperfect, and deceptive cadences; 


       seventh chords; perfect, plagal, imperfect, and deceptive cadences; all triads; major, minor, diminished, and augmented


       intervals, including inversions; rhythmic patterns in compound and mixed metres at various tempi; demonstrate an 


       understanding of a variety of chord progressions; accurately notate increasingly  complex or difficult melodies  


       and rhythmic patterns; demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the elements of music and performance 


       practices such as phrasing and breathing; identify various aspects of form, such as fantasia, serialism, and tone poem.


C2. Characteristics and Development of Music: demonstrate an understanding of the history of some musical forms and of 


       characteristics of types of music from around the world. Students will  explain the features that differentiate opera and musical


       theatre; the characteristics of serial music, in contrast to those of traditional Western tonal music.


C3. Conventions and Responsible Practices: demonstrate an understanding of responsible practices and performance     


       conventions relating to music. Students will learn the impact on the auditory system of repeated exposure to loud sound;  


       injuries that can result from poor posture, playing position, or technique; the set-up of and responsibilities in a symphony 


       orchestra; the use of surtitles at operas.
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